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Today is Easter. We celebrate with flowers, colored dggwmies
fancy clothes, beautiful music, worship, and feasts withilfaand friends.
It coincides with the arrival of Spring. But Eastera$ really about any of
those things. Easter is about one thing: the resurreuftidesus. Jesus was
crucified, dead, and buried. And on the third day he rose.adasus is
alive. Easter is the proclaimation that Jesus &nrand that fact changes
everything. We don’t have enough time to cover everthinghbising.
There are plenty of other Sundays for that. What | dotwo cover this
morning are three wonderful changes the resurrection brabghit for the
first discipels and for us.

First of all, because of Easter, we have arelationship with a
Living Lord. The discipels saw Jesus arrested. They heard abad the
called trial. They knew the verdict. John and the eomvere at the cross —
all the others had fled. They heard Jesus cry out aadibhis last. His
dead, lifeless body was taken and buried. Their hopes anusiveare
crushed. Their hearts full of sorrow. How sad to entitlag. The
disciples would have gone on with their lives, four @fthreturning to
fishing for a living. They would not have written down tr&ories. They
would not have spread Jesus’ words throughout the empiney would
have said their goodbyes and moved on as best they could.

But that’s not what happened. Mary went to the tombsamdthe
stone rolled away. Peter and John ran when they hedrdamd the tomb
empty, the graveclothes left behind. Then, Mary saw tiimman she
loved and had given her life to. She saw Jesus, wheugmsed to be
dead, now alive! Everything changed on that day for those wioovfed
Jesus. Resurrection confirmed his life, all he satticadh, and who he said
he was. Now they aren’t remembering a great man, wha@ tmagic and
untimely end. They are still following Jesus who is alilfidey still have
his presence with them, but now in a way not restricietintie and space.
They will now write down all he said and did. They will sawt be afraid,
but boldy proclaim who Jesus is and what he has done. Tiheyotvmove
on with their lives, but become the church of Jesuss€hvho is risen
indeed.

The same is true for us today. We don't follow a philosophygde
of ethics, a religious system or even a leader whossaidlid some



profound things but died long ago. We follow the same livingl lvaino
seeks each one of us out, calling us each by naméikpisie did for Mary.
She didn’t recognize him; she couldn’t see him, until heeddler name.
When Jesus did that, she knew exactly who he wapiteelse impossibility
of it in her mind. Mary was convinced that the Lord wagalnot by seeing
his body, but by hearing his word; it convinced her becawsastpersonal,
and addressed to her by name.

Christianity isn't knowing about Jesus; it means knowimg and the
power of his resurrection. When we believe in the restiore, we too will
become aware of the presence of Jesus. Can yoladoake when Jesus
was speaking to you, calling your name? It may have theengh an
event, a sermon, a conversation, (I know someone 3psis to through a
license plate) in prayer, in song, in a group or albnewhatever it was,
you know in our heart and mind that it was Jesus. Thbsedwe are not
crazy or fanatical. It happens all over the world iarg\culture; it happens
to people from all kinds of backgrounds and personalities. Mahtell
you that more than any single thing in their lives, knovtireg Jesus is alive
and is with them has changed everything for them. Jesud dead. He is
with us every step of the way. He promised it. “Véwver two or there are
gathered together in my name, | am with them.” “haitth you always,” he
said, “even to the end of the age.” That changes #hmegyfor us. It brings
supernatural peace into our lives.

SecondlyEaster shows usthe power of God. God has always been
Almighty God, with no power above or beside him. Nothing has laen
impossible for God, but now we know it because we’'ve ddarthe
resurrection. It appeared on Good Friday as if God hasBgtGod in
Jesus Christ defeated sin, evil and death. God overcamatisi
righteousnes, evil with good, and death with life. God fotigktbattle out
of love for us and the suffering that sin, evil and déatve caused his
creatures. God won this battle because his love is stromgrgst even than
death. God raised Jesus Chirst from the dead. Now thanyihing too
difficult for God?

To be a Christian is not just to expect the presencéniGvith us,
but to expect the power of God in our lives. Some havepirgeed this as
getting rich or never having to tackle anyting difficultddn’t think that’s
what it means. “God is not in the business of grantiistpes,” Barbara
Brown Taylor writes. “God is in the business of raising dead, not all of
whom are willing.” God does amazing things, even in the oe@gastating
circumstances. James Chatham exhorts us “to expeatasum---not
because of human power but because of God’s power; to beieveeople



and communities can change and become new; to know that naimdsiét
and that lives can turn corners; to assert that chuaning®ther communities
can be what they have never been before.”

Easter changes any and every situation with the pow@&odf Do
you need help? Christ is risen. Nothing is impossiblé&fud. Have you
received a frightening diagnosis? Christ is risen. Eveuaghave die,
because we are joined to Christ we live. Are you wangeimlessly
through life? Christ is risen. God has to power to given ¢lve most
hopeless of humans meaning and purpose in their lives. lben@&pood
Friday for you, all may seem lost. But Sunday’s comifge power of God
in any situation changes everything. It brings supernaloe.

Lastly, because of Easter we are being made into new creatures
now. Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The sldantinually
being passed away. The new has come. On Eastenrsthdidciples
dramatically went from fear and sorrow to faith and j@ur reading from
Colossians 3:1-17 shows us what new life in Christ loikkes évil desire,
greed, slander, lies, the old self dying. The new sedfrgimg in
compassion, kindness, humility, forgiveness, and abdvkiags love. Itis
not easy, but because of Easter it is possible to éwelives. It is possible
to be a politician and stay faithful to your spouse. It isindes for families
to treat each other with love and respect. It is pass$idrliblacks and whites,
Latinos and Asians, and every other ethnic group to ligetter, to worship
together, to be true friends to make the world a betteeptzgether. If this
happens, it will be because of the resurrection powdreoliving Christ
inside those who claim to belong to him.

Anytime we as believers in Jesus Christ, Og Mandinaegirithoose
to love rather than hate, choose to create rather tlsrogechoose to
persevere rather than quit, choose to praise rathegtsasmp, choose to heal
rather than wound, choose to give rather than steal, choese tather than
procrastinate, choose to grow rather than rot, or chooseetoaliner than
die, we are undeniable proof that Christ is risen indeed, Jasus’
followers, are the most incredible evidence of théhtaftthe resurrection.
The Spirit of Christ lives in us and is working comshg, patiently, to make
us into who he created us to be. This changes everythintpefevorld
would be a far different place if the two billion people witaim the name
Christian on this planet right now will live with thegsence of Christ, the
power of God, and the patient, persistent work of the Spidatr lives.
Easter changes everything, for it changes us.

In closing, | want to share the story of Edith Burnsjaaderful
Christian who lived in San Antonio, Texas. Her doctor Wal Phillips.



Edith was his favorite patient. Edith had a habit obuhticing herself in
this way: “Hello, my name is Edith Burns. Do you bedienr Easter?”
Then she would explain the meaning of Easter, and maesg to@ople
would believe.

Dr. Phillips was obviously sad one day that Edith camehistoffice.
He said to her with a heavy heart, “Your lab report canck& bad it says
you have cancer Edith. You are not going to live veng.” Edith said,
“Why Will Phillips, shame on you. Why are you so sad? ¥aue just told
me that soon | am going to see my precious Lord Jesubusiband and my
friends. You have just told me that | am going to celebEaster forever,
and here you are having difficulty giving me my ticket.t. Bhillips
thought to himself, “What a magnificent woman this EdithrBus!”

Edith continued coming to see Dr. Phillips until she had to be
hospitalized. In the hospital, many who shared a roomEdith left very
different people. Staff and other patients started caftiergedith Easter —
that is everyone but the head nurse, Phyllis. Phylldentgplain she
wanted nothing to do with Edith, because Edith was a resgmut. Phyllis
had been an Army nurse, had seen it all and done it dlhaah no tolerance
for Edith’s beliefs.

One day, because two nurses called in sick, Phyllis hade¢daa
Edith. Edith greeted her with “Phyllis, God loves you afalé you, and |
have been praying for you.” Phyllis said, “Well, you cart guaying for
me; it won't work. I'm not interested.” Edith said, “Wewill pray and |
have asked God to let me live until you believe.” Phyllierted as she
walked out of the room, “Then you will never die, Edibtecause that will
never happen.” Every day Phyllis would walk into Edith’smoand every
day Edith would say, “God loves you Phyllis and | love you lamdraying
for you.”

One day Phyllis said she was drawn to Edith’'s room ag af imagnet.
She sat down on the bed, and Edith Burns took her Bible ayathlte share
with Phyllis the story of the death and resurrectiodesius. Edith then
asked, “Do you believe in Easter? Do you believe thasJghuist is alive
and the He wants to live in your heart? Phyllis said,, ‘iQ¥ant to believe
that with all my heart, and | do want Jesus to livenen” Right there Phyllis
prayed and asked Jesus to come into her life.

On Easter Sunday, just four days later, Phyllis cantewairk,
stopping at the flower shop to get an Easter lily for Ectie wanted to be
the first to wish Edith a Happy Easter. When she whikto Edith’s room,
Edith was in bed. When Phyllis went to pick up Edith’'schaae realized
Edith was dead. Phyllis lifted her face toward heavenwatidtears



streaming down her cheeks said, “Happy Easter, Edith! yHBppter!”
The next day, Phyllis started her day by approaching a tdidesvtwo
student nurses were sitting. She said, “My name is Phyll you believe
in Easter?”

Do you believe in Easter? Do you believe that JesustGéi risen
indeed? Mary, Peter, John, and all who saw him die belie&ad.because
they did, they experienced the presence of the risestCine power of
God, and the patient, persevering work of the Spirit to rtizdsmm new kinds
of creatures for the rest of their earthly lives. Doneally believe? They let
us not make this a once a year celebration, but every mamwiake to
proclaim that Christ is risen. Christ is risen inde€khat changes
everything.



