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The story from Matthew’s gospel today is incredibleis inysterious
and amazing. Gospels Mark and Luke share the same stbBetar
references the event in 2 Peter 1:16-18. What happegestible, but what
happened is unexplainable. Peter, James, and John lge mqotintain with
Jesus, and he is profoundly transformed before them. Sdwyesus’ face
shine like the sun and his clothes turn to dazzling whitehmnag Daniel saw
him hundreds of years before, and John will see him in tiedatean at the
end of his life. Suddenly and without warning these thedefmen, who
had walked daily with Jesus, caught a glimpse of his comgieige nature,
a nature hidden to them day to day. They caught a glimpse gfdfy of
God.

When Scripture speaks of the glory of God, it speaks of theefid of
who God is. The glory of God is God’s power, light, beauty, gosice,
mercy, patience and love, bound together and presentedto us
overwhelming way. God'’s glory is the sum total of God’s @&tibns.

God’s glory appears in Scripture as light that illumines aknkss and
permeates all other beings. God'’s glory appears in Scrigsujey and
gladness. God’s glory is described in Scripture as begwibeauty the
Psalmist praises and begs to see. God’s glory often apasears or as a
cloud in which the very voice of God can be heard. God's/gs the total
of God’s wonderfulness which takes our breath away.

At certain times and certain places God allows usmpgle of His
glory. God occasionally will impose or intrude upon us ichsa way that
not only is God not overlooked, but is not mistaken for anyise or again
forgotten. In other words, God'’s glory is God’s unmistakable,
unanonymous presence, seen, heard, and felt by God’s cseallioses
experienced the glory of God. Peter, James, and John exqaetrithe glory
of God. We, at certain times and in certain placesgiasn a glimpse of
glory.

The first thing | notice about the story of the transfigorats that
Peter, James and John went up the mountain with Jdastlike Moses,
they went up the mountain. They got away from thejul& routine to
spend time with Jesus alon€hose who want a glimpse of God’s glory
must get away and go up the mountain with God We must make time to
go away from our normal routines to pray, to study, andaiship.
Christians often do this surrounded by the beauty of God&iore Many



“mountain top” experiences, as they are called, happehtistian camp,
in the mountains, by the ocean, or in the woods. Eveay, Y&resbyterian
pastors are given two weeks of study leave. Those twhksiage not just
study, but time away from the regular routine to béav@bd. This summer
our youth will get a chance to get away to the mountdihexington,
Kentucky to work, worship, pray and fellowship. It is thodewake this
time away who often get a glimpse of God’s amazing gl stay so
busy, as people and as churches, that often we do not éaliméito get
away with God. There is no telling what messages Wé#ofaiear from God
because we refuse to seek God. God waits patiently féimibeo come
when we will seek Him out. Scripture promises us ifhat truly seek Him,
we will find Him.

Secondly, I notice from Matthew’s account of the tramafation of
Jesus thatthe proper response when we get a glimpse of God’s gjas to
worship and enjoy it, to be still and watch and lista. We don’t have to
do anything but pay attention. These three disciples gaedesus
changed into the glory of God, talking with Moses and Elijad,heroes of
their faith. Peter, James, and John were able to pllyse® that Jesus’
coming did not mean the rejection of the law and proplastdesus himself
had told them. They got to see the perfect harmony battireeold and the
new. They saw that Jesus was the goal and fulfillmméatmuch older
story. What can we do when we see something like thisnwe are given
an astounding revelation?

Peter, as per usual, does something stupid. He feleteto say
something. Peter asks permission to set up three tentg.initie world
would Moses, Elijah, and Jesus need tents? Did Petem afraation, just
need something to do? He is more comfortable being buss Hé&/
thinking of the tabernacle in the wilderness? Did hetw@make places of
worship, so that others could come and enjoy what he wagiegy Maybe
he wanted to prolong this experience and avoid going back down the
mountain. Whatever his reason, he was a completeadutterly
overwhelmed and confused by what he was seeing. | asayioty |
wouldn’t be. | am just stating the facts of this event.

The last time Peter opened his mouth in this gospel, besteanly
rebuked by Jesus telling him, “Get behind me Satan.” Tieare rebuke on
this occasion for Peter — just an interruption by God Htedf affirming the
work of the Son. When the disciples heard the veiryevof God coming
from the cloud that enveloped them, they did the right thifigey fell to the
ground in worship.



In some ways, we have lost our sense of awe and halgpfiézod.

We do not revere God highly. Jesus is our bud, our pal, oufrizest. We
believe that we can casually enter God’s presence.n\Mbeetta Lynn was
chided for calling President Carter and the First Ladthkey first names,
she responded, “I call Jesus by his first name.” ¥esgo call Jesus by his
first name. But he is God and when we encounter God msadjlory we
see Who God is and sense the spectacular difference iar@od
appropriately fall on our faces in worship, respect and love.

When we get a glimpse of the glory of God, we do not havgay
anything or do anything. We just listen and watch and worshifeatite
experience burn into our hearts and minds. We stand imasvezonder and
praise of our most wonderful God.

And lastly,the story of the transfiguration reminds us that when
we go up to be with God, and when we get a glimpse lag glory, we
must come back down the mountain.l don’t know how long their
experience lasted, but is seems that almost as sobstaded, it was over.
Before the three disciples knew it, they felt thectoand saw their very
earthly friend Jesus alone with them. Moses and Elgate gone. They get
down the mountain to find very earthly problems again: idemiples and
a man with an epileptic child begging for their help.

The world did not change while they were up on that monntBut
they should have. The purpose of the transfiguratiothi&se disciples was
to shock them out of their habits, to encourage themyt@pantion to
Jesus, to listen to him and do as he says. A glimpse gfaheof God
should sink into our souls and strengthen us. Their glimpg®of should
have convinced them once and for all that Jesus waGhtst, the Son of
the Living God, as Peter proclaimed so boldly six days earet.you
know the rest of the story. When death is threatenirtgy Benies Jesus
three times. Peter does not trust the vision he hakdeombuntain top.

There is a lesson for us in Peter's example. We dhougt those rare
glimpses of God’s glory. We should believe the insight, oyl peace that
we gain from those moments and they will help us thrdumgés of sadness
and doubt. We must live in the world as it is, but dtet'it take away the
glimpses of glory that we have been given. Don't let amneerase the
powerful feeling, the perfect joy, love, and peace thainapgle of God'’s
glory will bring.

In Dietrich Bonhoeffer'd_etters from Prisonhe tells of a young man
in the cell next to him, weeping continuously day and nidfe. finds out
from the guard that the man is to be executed by thésNaz



Bonhoeffer calls to the young man through the cement wskd§ aim
to place his hands on the other side of the wall, exadtgrevhis are, and
leads him in this prayer to the Lodds dark in me; in you is day. | am
alone; you always stay. | am afraid; you never cease. | am atinvgou is
peace. Those two men saw nothing out of the ordinary and yet felt
something so overwhelming they could not speak and could hardd. sta
The young man next to Bonhoeffer continued to shed tearthdyutvere
different now. The sobs of despair were replaced by tdgoy; the panic
in his heart and mind blown away by peace. In that datd,prison cell,
that young man, with the guidance of the faithful pastqgeagnced a
glimpse of the glory of God. The guards were astounded atalwthe
young man was the next morning when he was led beforeriting duad.

It is those rare, wonderful times in my life when /adeen
overwhelmed by God'’s glory that have gotten me throughdhe times, the
boring or tedious times, and the doubtful times in my miyist believe |
experienced the glory of God this week, as Ron Thomson aacel wisiting
with Phil Bailey at Arundel House of Hope. He was expiaj to us how
more and more women need winter shelter and how somehelsunon’t
take women. As he told an intricate story of God’s prowisind a church’s
compassion, how everything worked out miraculously so thatemadid not
have to be turned away, | noticed we all were smilingigat each other,
rejoicing in our hearts at the miracle of scheduling wiicturred, and |
was overwhelmed by a sense of the faithfulness and lave d.ord. |
could feel it in that room. So when the stress andtizlel minor
emergencies of hosting a winter shelter pop up for our chuvah,
remember that the Lord is near, and good, and working.

If you have ever felt overwhelmed by God’s gracepifiyave ever
shed tears of pure joy; if you have ever been surralbgeupernatural
strength and power; if you have ever been strangely wabmnadadiance of
unknown origin; if your heart has ever overflowed with lo¥gpu have
ever known an unexplainable peace, then you have gotjgmpse of the
glory of God. If you have never felt it, take some tiameay to experience
it. Worship and enjoy all the wonderfulness of our God. Ahdmwyou
come back down, trust and don’t forget it, for you will shéleat glimpse of
glory to carry you through, until the day that we see faiig dwell with the
glory of God forever.
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