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Today the story of the first Easter continues. We timal disciples on
that Sunday afternoon, walking home to Emmaus, a commuroiyt &
miles from Jerusalem. These two, one named Cleopysbenhusband and
wife, or maybe they are just friends and fellow residehtSmmaus who
left home to follow Jesus. They are ordinary disciphed part of the
Twelve, who are heading home and there will try todbthe
disappointment of what happened in Jerusalem over thiolasdays. As
they walked along this road to Emmaus, they talked aboutelhad
happened. They even talked about the women who had setemth open
and empty and angels sitting where Jesus lay. AlongH® B stranger
joined them. He walked and talked and eventually ate twétimt They
didn’t know it was Jesus. They didn’t know it wasittrisen Lord until the
very end.

In a sense we are always traveling, Thomas Mertoreywvadlking
along the road toward home. We believe the presence aggémelord is
with us. But we can’t see that it is him. We oftem'tldiscern that he is
with us as he promised. How do we know? How can we feePHHow do
we recognize him?

We sense the presence of our risen Lord when wetalk to him. |
love how Jesus got into conversation with these two. &ide you talking
about?” he asks them. “Are you the only one who doesnivkmbat
happened in Jerusalem these last three days?” theyrdpselke And so
they pour out their whole story to him. That is praygouring out our
stories before God; Telling God what has happened in o li2# course
God already knows, being God, but in the telling and thenlisg a
relationship is formed. "Prayer is like having a date Wtd," says author
Thomas Keating. "Regular periods of prayer let us get augabwith
Christ and God, not unlike the way we might phone somedieehas
impressed us or attracted us to their goodness. It'sithe way in forming
a relationship with God. We have to hang out togethor'the monastic,
hanging out with God is a way of life. For the rest, bw#h babies and
bosses, spouses and parents, God is content with a briefradagsks only
that it be a standing one.

In your bulletin today you will find a prayer covenant. styong
belief is that revival and renewal in the church starth @icommitment to
prayer. Will you take 10 minutes a day to pray for the &twr church?



Our officers have committed to this. The covenant igyéarto keep as a
reminder. | would love to know if you have made this committnso send
me a letter or email and let me know. As you travat@lime road, talk to
the Lord — talk to Him about the things going on here.oif go, you will
know his presence.

We know the presence of our risen Lord in the sharing of
Scripture. Along that road, Jesus explained the Scriptures to them.
Scripture is a powerful vehicle for revealing Jesus toluguides and
strengthens those who know him. It has the potential toecbthose who
do not yet believe.

One of my friends in Texas had a daughter who rejected leber
late teens in spite of being raised in the church. ehlenged to a book club
in college, and her father suggested they read the Béblgerature, tear it
up if they wanted to, point out the inconsistencies, prisvigrelevance to
today. His daughter was delighted at those prospects, so she cdrhance
club to do it. Nine months later, they were still regdihe Bible and four
young women, including his daughter, had become Christians.

These two disciples along the road to Emmaus reportechtiat t
hearts were burning with them while Jesus opened up thatdes to them.
Scripture is a powerful thing: sharp as a two-edged sword WRaes,
because it reveals the risen Jesus. As you tréed ahe road of life, read
the Scriptures, and they will make known to you the presenthe risen
Christ.

We know the presence of our risen Lord around thetable of
fellowship. Jesus somehow becomes the host of every meal he atteads. H
follows the same ritual every time in the gospels gites thanks, he breaks
bread, and he gives it to his disciples. The gospels armbtieof Acts are
full of shared meals. Sharing a meal must be imporw@indmly for physical
sustenance, but for spiritual sustenance as well.

The simple act of sitting down around a table is somethiogaf |
people don't find particularly important today. American fesiare doing
it less and less. Americans opt for fast food andedhe run now.
Americans spend $376.25 per capita on fast food. Italiamsnimast, spend
only $8.61 a persoh. We can learn something from the Italians.

For Christians, the shared supper is a vital aspect mtuspilife.

When these two disciples knew for sure that this wassJsgh them is
when they sat down to eat together. Jesus still \asitsealtimes, remaining
the host of every meal. Christ is found in our companithespnes with
whom we break bread. That's what the word companiomalijemeans:
with bread. “Itis in saying the blessing and breaking braddome another



that a meal with Jesus is celebrated and his resumgntsence is
experienced.”

Dietrich Bonhoeffer writes in his book Life Togeth&Fhe Scriptures
speak of three kinds of table fellowship that Jesus kedpssgi own: daily
fellowship at table, the table fellowship of the Lordigfer, and the final
table fellowship in the kingdom of God. But in all thrdee tne thing that
counts is that 'their eyes were opened, and they knew hidaohg the road
of life, if we will sit down and eat together, and aes\he invitation to sit
down at this communion table, Christ's own table, thenwlleexperience
the presence of Jesus eating with us.

We know the presence of our risen Lord in the stranger,
especially the stranger in need. Tony Campolo tells the story of the pastor
of a large inner-city congregation who held a soup kitecheheir basement
to feed the many homeless wandering around the city. t®wveythese
people from the soup kitchen began to wander into the 11:0tNvors
service on Sunday morning. The upper middle class folks whdiipersat
that time felt uncomfortable with such lower class, podressed visitors.
Eventually one of the church leaders took the pastor as@lasked him,
“Do these people have to be here with us? Can’t we pravepecial
service just for them?” The pastor answered, “Wdlink everybody
should have a chance to meet Jesus face to face.tdl®$e,” said the
deacon, “everybody should have the chance to meet Jethsk they
should have the same opportunities to meet Jesus face tadaee all do.”
The pastor shot back, “I'm not talking about them. I'nkitedd about you!”
The pastor made it clear that what his church reallgedevas to encounter
Jesus in the homeless who wandered into their church dayaftejust
looking for daily bread’

What if these disciples along the road to Emmaus hathken in this
stranger and showed hospitality to him? They would not hatvaa
audience with the risen Lord. We never know what Imlgsswve might
receive by giving hospitality or what we might lose by nokcaming those
who are strangers to us, those in need, those who netxbthehysical and
spiritual, that we have to offer. “Do not neglect towhospitality to
strangers,” the book of Hebrews exhorts us (13:2), “for by deongpme
have entertained angels unaware.” Along the road, be abkptb all, and
you will experience the presence of the risen Christ.

“The earliest reference to the Resurrection is J2antl's, and he
makes no mention of an empty tomb at all. But the dathhe matter is, that
in a way, it hardly matters how the body of Jesus danii® missing
because in the last analysis, what convinced the pdugtiée had risen




from the dead was not the absence of his corpse but Inig fpvesence’”
And so it has been ever since — with Mary, with thewteewith the two on
the road to Emmaus and with us.

O my friends, we do not serve a God far removed from @susJ]
walks along the road with us. It's a long and winding roadpfybys and
sorrows, successes and failures, health and illness twnen we are sure
and times when we doubt. Can we see him? Can wéife@l He’s right
here. Reach out and grab his hand. If you have troeblagand feeling
Christ’s presence try what Cleopas and his companion dalk to him.
Open the Scriptures. Join other disciples around the tahil@ster to the
stranger in need. Before we know it, we will recognize &gain and know
we are not alone. We have a companion along the roaahk3 e to God!
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