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In John’s gospel, after Judas leaves the Last Suppes, Begns a
discourse that runs from the end of chapter 13 to this praysartion of
which we read today. We ascribe a certain importanceese tbhapters
because they are Jesus’ final words to his disciplemebiately after Jesus
finishes this prayer, Roman soldiers arrest him. Tlseseme significance
that this is the last prayer Jesus has with his dexipéfore his death. What
Jesus prays for must be immediately important.

This first phrase that jumps out at me is thatides praying for all who
will believe in Him. “l ask not only on behalf of thesdgsus prays in verse
20, “but also on behalf of those who will believe in me throtingtr word.”
Jesusispraying for you. Jesus is praying, right before his arrest, for you
and me. We are the community for which Jesus prayedaré/éhe ones
who have believed because of the words of the apostleas Keows it will
not be long until he ascends to the Father and is physaiadent from his
disciples. So Jesus entrusts the future of his dis;ipteth then and now,
both them and us, to God.

So what specifically does Jesus pray for ds8us praysfor unity.
Jesus is asking the Father to protect the disciplesasthity may be one,
just as he and the Father are one. What does it wigam he prays for His
disciples to be one? Is he praying that they never disag&ertainly not,
for Jesus disagreed with his disciples often. Disageeéand theological
discourse are good. That is how the Rabbis learned is’ X8y they
argued (in the best sense of the word) back and forth dimumeaning of
scripture. Does Jesus want the disciples to hay@eference in style of
worship, theological emphasis, geographical location,raembrance of his
teachings? If this is so, then the disciples failedd A oneness as a lack of
variation in personality or calling is what Jesus nigtnen Jesus obviously
didn’t want faith in Him to spread very far. We know tb&not be true,
for the disciples were sent out to Judea, Samaria,catie tends of the
earth.

| believe when Jesus prays for our unity, he prays thatiwbave
hearts full of love for God and full of love for our neighfadnearts set on
the purpose to which God has called them. Just as hbeka@ther are
united in heart and purpose, Jesus prays for us to be unhedrinand
purpose. This oneness in heart and purpose as Christgmisg to be so
important when persecution comes. And it is coming faseltisciples, so
it is crucial that they are united in their faith andheir love for each other.



Jesus prays that we will be one because Jesus ingersdinto the
world. We lose our witness if we are not one. This itscati If we are not
one in heart and purpose in Christ, the world cannot hbat we are saying
or see what we are doing. The world only sees our disumstyvdl not be
compelled to join us.

About 15 years ago now, Jack and | were invited to dinnerrat ou
neighbors’ house. We were both young couples, all workiofggsionals.
We all enjoyed gourmet cooking and movies. But, just afeearrived that
night, this other couple got into a fight over what thecegansistency of
the margaritas should be. They bickered back and fortleshefthe
evening. This proved true every time we would get togetfitbrthem. It
was uncomfortable to watch them bicker and so our gettiegebecame
less and less frequent.

Many non-believers feel this way about the church. @ak bf
visible unity, in the PC (USA), in every other denominatiand across
denominational lines makes us unattractive to thosedaytand fellowship
with us is not desired. Can you blame them? Where #re divisions,
where there is exclusiveness, where there is cotiggebetween churches,
the cause of Christianity is harmed and the prayersafslis frustrated.

You may have heard this week about the softball game batwe
Central Washington University and Western Oregon Uniwergiin Oregon
player hit her first home run. As she was running the bassgever, she fell
and tore up her knee. She was unable to finish running sas laad so her
hit would only count as a double. What happened next wasdibde. Two
players from Washington asked the umpire if they could/dser around
the bases. The umpire said yes; only her team waslfl@bito assist her.
So they, her opponents, carried her across home plateeahd tdounted as
the home run it was. Washington lost that game accotdiofficial
scoring, but they really won it. Their camaraderighv@ven an opposing
player shocked and delighted the world.

So, how do we show our oneness? Again, | do not believeesse
calls us to be the same in organizational makeup, worshg gteological
or practical emphasis, geographic location or ethnic maké/gare to be
one in heart and purpose with Jesus Christ. Theref@déove. This love
thing comes up quite often in Scripture, doesn’t itzdite of every
difference, we love one another. | know what | am askibhg much easier
said than done, especially when | am right and you avegvrWe are at
odds over serious issues and we are passionate peopleogiteol
difference does not preclude love however. We will nalleagree. We
will never all want to do the same things in the same vyt we love and



put up with, and even compromise with each other becaasdl fove
Jesus. We love and so we help one another. | beliemees can only
happen supernaturally, by the power of God’s Spirit. Mdkiaeis why it is
a concern for prayer time. Jesus knows it will takaracate. And if Jesus
prays for oneness, we certainly should.

Note with me the reason Jesus prays for his disciplbs bne. Itis
so that our joy may be completédesus prays that we may be filled with
hisjoy. The joy of the Lord is our strength, Nehemiah remumsls It
amazes me how unjoyful the church can be at times. Inetgodere it is
perfectly acceptable to jump out of our stadium seat dinezat home and
yell “Touchdown!” or to go shirtless in 20-degree weatheirtgapainted
our whole body the color of our favorite team, it is rmasceptable in
religious matters. If we do show real joy in worship i@ Bresbyterian
Church, we are accused of being either irreverent or chanisic. But, we
have a reason to rejoice. Christ is risen; He isirisdeed!

Max Lucado relates a story he calls “Joy in the Jotirabout a plane
trip that he took. The woman whom he providentially saivhg rural. He
was urban. She was backward and he was sophisticated. siitgeglo put
these seats close up against each other don’t theysasti as she sat down.
She had basset hound cheeks and she smiled so broadly thed lthzee
the cavities in her molars. She wore a Dutch-bob hadmwdia blue, velour
pants suit. She looked old and she had never flown befodon'd do this
much do you?” she asked Max. When he told her he dickyesrwidened.
“Oooh, that must be fu-un.” Max groaned to himself. Heaaly had a bad
attitude because of a toothache. He had inadvertefitlyidetoothache
medicine at his hotel. He had loads of work to do and nowalsesitting
next to Gomer Pyle’s mother. “Oooh boy, look at that or&ié exclaimed
regarding the plane ahead of him on the runway. Durkepféshe got
quiet but then suddenly she let out a sound that would hded dae pigs
for dinner. “Oooooeeee, those trees down there look like pesd.in
People seated around Max turned and stared like he was EténHWhen
the drinks came around, Max asked for a Coke and she asked fst.th
Twice. When they brought her her drink, she exclaimedstiadid not
know apple juice came in cans. This went on the whigbktfl If she wasn’t
staring out the window oohing and aahing, she was playing witfahge
turning her light off and on, and savoring her lunch. Thegdme
turbulence and Max looked over to see if she was goingdéaisc She was
grinning like she was riding the Ferris wheel at the cotaity Then it
occurred to Max. She was the only one enjoying the trige ré&st on the



plane we too sophisticated to have fun. It does little good, thtaught, to
make the trip but to miss the joy in the journey.

The joy Jesus prays for you stretches far deepetthieamaser
pleasures the world seeks. Jesus wants for us, Higdifdilowers, the joy
of creativity and productivity, the joy of service and bexence, the joy of
knowing the truth, the joy of being in right relationshiphaGod together.
So if you can’t help clapping in praise for the gift loé¢ tchoir's music that's
just fine. There is too much joy not to respond. If yowst@acan't help
dressing up and making a fool of herself to honor somerofbederful
members of whom she is most proud, don’t worry — she israay. There
IS just too much joy to contain it. If you can’t helpging while you work,
because you believe that God is with you and for yoig, @way, and don’t
let the odd stares bother you. There is too much joy ret tbout
somewhere.

We are to be a joyous people. We are to be a united pelgsdas
prayed this fervent prayer for his disciples. Jesus drys prayer for you.
Jesus prayed this prayer for me, and | am so thankful thedne the people
with whom | get to be one and yell “Touchdown” with evengce in a
while.



